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Row Scindia had succeeded to Musnad of the Mahadoji,
and Jeswunt Row (of illegitimate birth) to that of Holkar.
Both of these princes were young men :   the former was
Devoted to pleasure and dissipation, and the latter, a
headstrong passionate man, was ambitious in the extreme
and  desirous  of  making  himself  supreme   at   Poona.
The Peshwa himself was more or less in the hands of one
or other of these great chiefs, but his minister Nana Fur-
navis, who is known as the Machiavelli of India, managed
with extreme adroitness to steer a safe course between
the two.    Nana, however, also died in 1801, and with him
disappeared all moderation from the Mahratta councils.
It will be remembered that the Peshwa, Baji Row, acting
under Nana's advice, had refused to receive the sub-
sidiary force offered by Lord Wellesley as one of the
conditions of participating in the division of the territory
conquered from Mysore.   After that war was over, one
of the Mysore chiefs, Dhundia Vagh, refused to submit,
and was followed by British detachments under Wellesley
and Stevenson, until after a nine months' campaign he
was at last defeated and killed at Kondgal (September,
1799), in the extreme south of the Nizam's territory,
and for some time afterwards Colonel Wellesley remained
in the vicinity of the Peshwa's country engaged in settling
the districts  recently conquered from  Tippoo,   whilst
Colonel Stevenson was placed in command of the Nizam's
subsidiary force.   When Nana Furnavis died,  Scindia
was engaged in the northern dominions, and Jeswunt Row
Holkar marched to Poona with an army determined to
achieve an ascendancy in the Peishwa's councils.    After
some negotiations and an attempt to gain possession of
the person of Baji Row, the Peshwa, the battle of Poona
was fought, and, Holkar being victorious, the Peshwa
fled to Bassein, where he sought protection from the